
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, November 9, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Barbeau, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, Oleskiewicz, Sapienza,
Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval

of the minutes for the meeting of September 27, 2022. On the motion of Councilor Obasohan, seconded

by Councilor Shade, the minutes were approved by roll call vote. 8 yeas 0 nays, with Councilor Barbeau
abstaining.

The President called for the hearing of visitors. Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, spoke on
12,157, 12,188, and 12,191. He congratulated the firefighters to be sworn in. He thanked Councilor
Shade for bringing her communication forward. He suggested the mayor hire a full time parking meter
person.

The President opened the Public Hearing

12,187 A petition granting National Grid permission to erect and maintain a pole and
wires on South State Street.

Michael Tatro represented National Grid, describing the new cell tower on State Street, and how they

need a few new poles.

No one wished to speak on the matter.

8,717-41 Mayor’s Communication #111 to open a Public Hearing to set the Tax
Classification for Fiscal Year 2023.

The Mayor and Assessor Jessica Lincourt introduced that Tax Classification Plan, and gave a presentation
on the process and valuations that drive and set the tax rate.



Robert Cardimino, 173 East O.uincy Street, asked if the city of North Adams could assess non-profits for
the use of city labor.

Without objection, the President moved up Council Paper 12,188.

12,188 Mayor’s Communication #108 requesting time to publicly swear in Firefighters
into service with the North Adams Fire Department.

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office.

Without objection, the President moved up Council Paper 12,187.

12,187 A petition granting National Grid permission to erect and maintain a pole and
wires on South State Street.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll call to
approve; 9 yeas, 0 nays.

8,717-41 An Order authorizing the Mayor to establish the Fiscal Year 2023 tax levy for

Residential, Open Space, Commercial, Industrial, and Personal Property.

Councilor Bona would not support the classification as it stood as the shift is not equal for

businesses, and would only support this as a compromise if they were equal.

Councilor Wilkinson agreed saying that there was progress made before, and that they were

moving in the wrong direction.

Councilor Shade also agreed saying that this will hurts businesses, but thought that sticking with the

rate held previously would have hurt the residents.

Councilor Sapienza thought that a higher tax burden would scare businesses away, and thought a

compromise could be made.

Councilor Obasohan also agreed in hoping for a compromise.

Councilor Harpin said the gap was being closed, and didn’t think the business community was

concerned as they haven’t been coming out to meetings to speak on it.

Councilor Barbeau saw points on both sides, and did not support this as it stood.

The Mayor explained that she stood by the rate as presented as the residents are hurting.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, the motion to adopt the 1.72 tax
rate failed by roll call vote, 4 yeas, 5 nays. Councilors Barbeau, Harpin, Oleskiewicz, Shade, Wilkinson
voting no.



Councilor Barbeau’s Zoom call was interrupted.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll call vote to
refer to Finance Committee with a return date of November 22, 2022; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,189 Mayor’s Communication #109 requesting time for Judy Grinnell of the Hoosic
River Revival to provide a presentation about the pending funding and flood
control modernization project.

Judy Grinnell presented on the Hoosic River Revival.

12,156 An ordinance to amend Chapter 8 Section 22, entitled Department of Public
Safety regarding the qualifications of Police.

The President stated that this was passed to a second reading and published as required by law.
On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll call to
adopt; 7 yeas, 1 nay, with Councilor Blackmer voting no.

12,157 Mayor’s Communication #89 to amend the entitled Motor Vehicles and Traffic,
Article V. — Stopping, Standing or Parking Generally, Section 13-49 regarding
parking prohibition on certain streets.

The President stated that this was passed to a second reading and published as required by law.
On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll call to adopt; 8
yeas, 0 nays.

12,188 Mayor’s Communication #108 requesting time to publicly swear in Firefighters
into service with the North Adams Fire Department.

12,185-a An Order borrowing $500,000 for the City’s share of a feasibility study regarding
Hoosic River Flood Control.

The President said that they were supposed to pass to a second reading and publish as required by law
for this borrowing order, and that they needed to rescind the previous vote on this matter to now vote
correctly.

On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Oleskiwicz, it was VOTED by roll call to rescind
the motion of October 25, 2022; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED by roll call to pass to a
second reading and publish as required by law; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

12,190 Mayor’s Communication #110, a proclamation in support of Transgender Day of
Remembrance.

The Mayor read the proclamation into the record.



12,191 Communication from Councilor Shade requesting the local Department of

Health review the rules and regulations to address the storage of garbage.

Councilor Shade explained that there was a major problem with rats because of trash storage. She was

hoping to get feedback from the Board of Health and public comment.

On the motion of Councilor Shade, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by roll call to refer to

Public Safety and the Board of Health with a return date of January 10, 2022; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

An application submitted by Patricia Brown to be granted a license to drive a

taxicab for OTT. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED by roll call to

grant the license; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

An application submitted by Terry Gerra to be granted a license to drive a

taxicab for OTT. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll call to

grant the license; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

An application submitted by Tanya Cravish to be granted a license to drive a

taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by roll call to

grant the license; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

An application submitted by Jean Rand to be granted a license to drive a taxicab

for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED by roll call to

grant the license; 8 yeas, 0 nays.

Open Hearing

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, wanted to acknowledge the service of veterans ahead of Veteran’s Day.

Paul Marino, 70 Veazie Street, wanted to share his website and his book.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Q.uincy Street, said the older citizens in the city have taken on the brunt of

the tax.

William Shanahan, 330 Church Street, thanked the councilors and the mayor for a thought-provoking

meeting.

Mayor’s Updates

The Mayor reminded everyone of the Veteran’s Day parade.



Councilor’s Concerns

Councilor Shade reminded everyone of the next IDEA training session. She also said the there would be a
Friendsgiving event on November 19, with a Transgender Day of Remembrance vigil.

Councilor Bona thanked Stephen Warley for planting bulbs over the weekend.

Councilor Blackmer wanted to remind everyone of the tree lighting ceremony.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to adjourn.


