
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, November 22, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COLENCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Blackmer, Barbeau, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan,
Oleskiewicz. Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed. Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for
approval of the minutes for the meeting of October 11, 2022. On the motion of Councilor
Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, the minutes were approved.

The President called for the hearing of visitors.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East O.uincy Street, encouraged the council to keep the split rate.

Jessica Sweeney, 190 Prospect Street, spoke in favor of businesses, and that the split tax rate
would not help in moving forward in economic development.

Paul Moriarty, 46 Johnson Street, thanked the administration for what he thought was a
reasonable proposal for the tax rate.

Without objection, the President moved up an agenda item.

8,717-41 An Order authorizing the Mayor to establish the Fiscal Year 2023 tax levy
for Residential, Open Space, Commercial, Industrial, and Personal
Property.

Councilor Bona gave an update from Finance Committee explaining that the 1.72 was voted
down for more discussion. Assessor Lincourt provided the numbers ranging from 1.68 to 1.75
which was the maximum allowed showing the difference on the tax bill for the residents.



Councilor Bona explained that he received an email that he forwarded to fellow councilors, and
apologized if his words were interpreted as his own opinion.

Councilor Shade acknowledged a serious problem in Massachusetts state law where they group
large and small businesses together, and believed that this would need to be worked on very
carefully. She felt a compromise was made that doesn’t make everyone happy, but doesn’t hurt
everyone.

There was a recess taken to fix a technical error.

Without objection, the President moved up an agenda item.

12,192 Mayor’s Communication #112 to publicly swear in officers in service with
the North Adams Police Department.

The president resumed conversation on the tax classification.

8,717-41 An Order authorizing the Mayor to establish the Fiscal Year 2023 tax levy
for Residential, Open Space, Commercial, Industrial, and Personal
Property.

Councilor Sapienza also acknowledge the difficulty of this decision. He felt a compromise was
necessary, and the compromise decided was the best that could be done for the time being.

Councilor Barbeau felt that this was a tough decision that stems from a revenue problem, and
that no matter what the number was, the problem would not be solved until a closer look was
taken at the problem. She felt that there is not an equitable stream of income coming to the
city.

Councilor Harpin also thought it was a bigger issue that pitted the businesses and homeowners
at odds, adding that no matter what the shift is the commercial will decrease and the
residential will increase.

Councilor Wilkinson said the dilemma is that each year they had progressively shifted more
little by little to not put such a large burden on the residents. He said that now they are going
back the other way, and they council was already on the path to making it more equitable.

Councilor Blackmer clarified that the job is to set the shift, and that the discussions on the
bigger picture should be held for another time.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was amended by roll call
to reflect the changes made at the Finance Committee meeting; S yeas, 4 nays with Councilors
Barbeau, Harpin, Oleskiewicz, and Wilkinson voting no.



On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to accept the
1.715 shift; 5 yeas, 4 nays with Councilors Barbeau, Harpin, Oleskiewicz, and Wilkinson voting
no.

9,513-31 An ordinance to amend Chapter 7 of the Revised Ordinances, entitled
Department of Public Services, Section 7-11 regarding the change of
permit price.

Councilor Bona said the fees have been compiled into a spreadsheet, and to write the
ordinance coming from 40 different locations.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED to postpone to
the second meeting of January.

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North
Adams regarding the various fees established in the City Code.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was VOTED to postpone to
the second meeting of January.

12,193 Mayor’s Communication #113 presenting an award to Officer Beaudreau
from the United States Attorney’s Office.

The President filed the communication.

An application submitted by Richard Lacosse to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED to grant
the license.

An application submitted by Monique Home to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED to grant
the license.

An application submitted by Mekayla Bailey to be granted a license to
drive a taxicab for O.T.T. Taxi.

On the motion of Councilor Obasohan, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED to grant
the license.

Open Forum



Robert Smith, 163 North Street, understood the need to support businesses in the city because
they bring in revenue, and that residents are sustain the businesses.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincy Street, wanted to see businesses shovel their sidewalks

Mayor’s Updates

The Mayor wanted to remind everyone of the tree lighting ceremony.

Councilor Sapienza wanted to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Obasohan, it was VOTED to
adjourn.

Joshua Vallieres
City Clerk


